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PFAS @ the OECD

https://oe.cd/pfass
https://oe.cd/gfe-pfass

https://oe.cd/pfass
https://oe.cd/gfe-pfass


• Established in 2012 in response to ICCM 
Resolution II/5;

• Set up to facilitate exchange of information on 
PFAS, and to support a global transition towards 
safer alternatives;

• Brings together experts from OECD member & 
non-member countries in academia, 
governments, industry, IGOs, NGOs.

Background to the OECD/UNEP Global PFC Group

http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/portal-perfluorinated-chemicals/
oe.cd/pfass
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http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/portal-perfluorinated-chemicals/
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Published in 2020 
Hazard info on the alternatives - 2022

Food packaging (paper and paperboard)

Published in 2022 
Hazard info on the alternatives - 2024

Coatings, paints and varnishes

Collect information on commercial availability & current 

uses of PFAS & alternatives in different industry sectors 

and on their hazard profile

Cosmetics



Sector Food Packaging 
(Paper and 
Paperboard)

Paints, Coatings and 
Varnishes

Cosmetics

Alternatives available? Yes Yes Yes

Provide needed 
functionality?

Yes Except for specialised 
uses

Yes

Are they being used? Not really Yes, except where certain 
functionality is required

Yes

Key point: Alternatives are higher 
cost and create 
disincentive to shift to 
them

PFAS is more expensive 
than alternatives; only 
used when specific 
functionality required

Replacements are not 
drop-in.  Reformulation 
of products occurring. 
Not specific 
‘alternatives’. 
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Each Sector is Different
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Are regrettable substitutes being chosen? 



• Limited publically available information on:

– Alternatives used

– Substance identity of the alternative

– Costs

– Market penetration 

• Due to gaps in substance identity, analysis of availability 
of hazard classification/assessment is hampered 

Challenges with Analysis
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THANK YOU

eeva.leinala@oecd.org

oe.cd/pfass
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