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“Debunking”	
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Learning	by		
	

	doing	/	copying	
	
	
	
no	standard	procedures	

on	paper	
	

Knack,	Oct	17th	2012	



2013	-	2015	



VRT,	2015,	January	11	
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De	Morgen,	13	december	2018	

https://www.vlaamsjournalistiekfonds.be/	

https://factcheck.vlaanderen/	 https://alpha.factrank.org	

Dec	2018	







Automated	claim	detection	(AI):	alpha.FactRank.org	



De	Tijd,	26	januari	2019	https://www.tijd.be/dossier/poupehan/de-block-ja-ik-had-sneller-kordater-moeten-zijn/10091201.html	



https://www.knack.be/nieuws/factchecker/factcheck-ons-aantal-verpleegkundigen-per-ziekenhuisbed-zit-op-het-niveau-van-bulgarije-en-griekenland/article-
longread-1425681.html	



Research	(De	Vocht,	2019)	

•  Fact-checks	in	Flemish	written	press	
•  January	2012	–	April	2019	(7	y)	
•  N	=	572	



On	the	rise	



N	per	year	per	medium	



10	most	frequent	topics		



Sept	2019	

poynter.org,	Sept	18th,	2019	

Still:	



Oct	2019	

written	standard	procedures	



2020	



So?	

•  On	the	rise	
•  Ad	hoc	

•  Need	for		
– Professionalization:	transparancy		
–  Measurable	Impact	
– Strategy		



(…)	





Fact-checking	Flanders	-	2020?	

strategy		
Incl.	building	ecosystem	
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